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Participation in EACR’s “Cancer in Neuroscience” conference

Teresa Maria Ribeiro, Instituto Superior Técnico — University of Lisbon

The support of PIANOFORTE’s travel grant allowed my participation in the Cancer in
Neuroscience conference organized by the European Association for Cancer Research (EACR)
held in Bilbao, Spain, from 14-16 October. This conference focused on the crosstalk between
cancer and the nervous system, including the impact of cancer therapies on the nervous
system.

During the conference, | had the opportunity to present part of the work and reuslts from my
master’s thesis through a poster entitled “Investigating radiotherapy effects on healthy
brain using advanced 3D brain models”. The discussions with students and researchers that
resulted from this presentation provided me with constructive comments and relevant
feedback on my work.

Throughout the congress | attended several talks, debates, and presentations, and visited the
exhibition hall showcasing research posters from across Europe and the world. The scientific
sessions deepened my understanding on how cancer influences the electrophysiological
activity of the brain, and how the nervous system responds to tumor presence. Presentations
from manufactorers and vendors helped me stay informed on the latest tools and
technological advancements in the field. The debates and presentations also offered insight
into the current state of the field, promising research directions, and possible career paths.

Additionally, the several conversations with researchers and students about the poster
presentations, particularly those related to radiation tehrapy or 3D models, provided me with
differing insights and new perspectives on the field and on approaches to challenges in my
own research.

Overall, this experience was extremely enriching, allowing me to explore the field of cancer
and neuroscience, share my research, and build connections with fellow students and
researchers.
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