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The IEEE NSS MIC RTSD is a joint conference comprising the Nuclear Science Symposium
(NSS), Medical Imaging Conference (MIC), and the Symposium on Room-Temperature
Semiconductor Detectors (RTSD). This year’s conference took place in Tampa, Florida, a city
impacted by the two hurricanes Helene and Milton just weeks beforehand, raising
uncertainty about whether the event could proceed. Fortunately, by the week before the
conference, most of the damage had been repaired.

The conference held in Tampa provided a platform for professionals to network, attend
presentations, and participate in discussions on detector technologies, reconstruction
methods and applications in the fields of space missions, material science, medical imaging
and radiotherapy. The diverse range of speakers and topics enriched the experience for all
attendees, offering insights into both current trends and forward-looking strategies in the
field.

Personally, | especially found the two sessions “Particle Therapy: Image-based planning and
verification” and “Advanced instrumentation and computation for image-based therapy
verification and dosimetry” interesting, since they are most relevant for my field. In the
former session, | also presented my talk with the title “Helium-beam radiography for precise
cancer irradiation: Impact of scatter rejection on image quality”. Afterwards, | received
several questions, and people approached me to discuss specific points in more detail,
which | found especially valuable.

Overall, attending this conference provided me with the opportunity to share my research
with the scientific community, while also receiving valuable feedback and new insights from
detector developers. It was particularly interesting to exchange perspectives as a detector
user with those involved in their development. | would like to thank the PIANOFORTE
committee for awarding me this opportunity to attend this international meeting.
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