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Before formally starting this Activity Report, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
PIANOFORTE Committee for selecting me as a recipient of the Travel Grant for Early Career
Researchers, which has allowed me to spend one month at the Belgian Nuclear Research Centre (SCK
CEN) in Mol, Belgium under the supervision of Dr. Tanja Perko. | am deeply appreciative of this
academic and cultural exchange, and can confidently say that | have grown substantially as an early
career researcher in social psychology.

The primary goal of the scientific visit was to assist with the creation of participatory tools to support
informed decision-making in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process regarding new
nuclear technologies, such as Small Modular Nuclear Reactors (SMNRs). Importantly, a main aim of
my visit was to facilitate the exchange of knowledge between social psychologists at Luséfona
University in Lisbon, Portugal, and STS, EIA Teams, CMD Specialists, and SMNR Developers at SCK
CEN. These goals were met with high praise from my supervisors in each institution.

The largest task undertaken was the development and conducting of semi-structured interviews with
experts, authorities, and researchers in the nuclear technologies and/or environmental studies fields
in Belgium. My duties within this task included: developing the interview script based on OECD’s 4
criteria for good deliberations; adhering to strict ethical guidelines and protocols; researching and
contacting potential interviewees; scheduling interviews and traveling to perform in-person
interviews; and, performing preliminary analyses on the interviewees responses.

A total of 13 interviews focusing on the public’s perceived needs and concerns for their participation
in the EIA process for the implementation of SMNRs were conducted, with the overarching goal of
developing a community-based framework for future public engagement. The interviews were
unique in that they asked experts, authorities, and researchers on what they perceive as the public’s
needs and concerns, rather than their own needs and concerns, so we may better highlight the
discrepancies between what is wanted versus what is currently being done, in terms of participation
strategies in EIA processes. During my visit, | was able to obtain the preliminary analyses on a few
interviews, but this task will continue well into the next months, with more interviews planned.
Interviews with Portuguese experts, authorities, and researchers will be performed until September,
allowing us to make comparisons between countries of differing opinions on nuclear technologies,
which in turn, will be used to create a more well-rounded framework.

While | was not working on the interviews, | worked extensively on the preparation of a scoping
review which will be presented at the ECOSENS Final Conference in early September. This task
included: developing a unique set of search queries (3) going from broadly examining energy sources
to narrowly investigating SMNRs; undergoing a four-step screening process to reduce the number of
articles from around 300 to 43 (which are being coded); drafting the initial version of the scoping
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review under strict guidelines for others to replicate; and, blending the academic lines between
social psychology and nuclear technologies research.

Moreover, | have assisted in the preparation of five abstracts for various conferences (two as First
Author). The first, of mine, regards public participation in the EIA process for SMNRs (Stakeholder
and Public Engagement in Environmental Impact Assessments: Considerations and Lessons for the
Implementation of Small Modular Reactors), which has been accepted for an oral presentation at the
ECOSENS Final Conference. The second regards ethical considerations for nuclear technologies
research (Closing the Ethical Gap: Advancing Standards in European Radiation Protection Research),
and is awaiting the decision of an oral presentation at ERPW 2025.

Finally, | had the opportunity to attend several meetings with colleagues in nuclear technologies
fields, learning more about their point of view, while presenting my current and past social
psychological research to them. | thank the entire PIANOFORTE Committee for this opportunity,
which has opened my eyes to other scientific and academic fields of research, giving me a more
well-rounded foundation. At the same time, | believe my presence as a social psychologist at SCK CEN
was also highly valuable for the researchers there, as we had many thought-provoking discussions
regarding not only nuclear technologies, but also on the other psychological projects of which | am
involved in Portugal. In my opinion, this sharing of knowledge is incredibly valuable to all scientific
communities, and it is something that cannot be done without physical scientific visits or stays.
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