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Training visit to UCL and UCLH 
I spent a week at UCL in London under the guidance of Dr Richard Amos, who is an experienced 
medical physicist and professor of proton therapy physics. As a medical physicist in training working 
within proton radiotherapy, this was a very beneficial and educational week for me.  

During my week in London, I got to spend time with the medical physicists at UCLH, headed by 
physicist Colin Baker. They showed me around their proton center, gave me a taste of their QA 
testing as well as their treatment planning. It was fascinating and very stimulating to compare the 
approach of a different proton center, especially now that I have some experience from the clinic 
and can appreciate the differences.  

I also got to visit Russell Thomas at the National Physics Laboratory (which is the primary standard 
for dosimetry in radiotherapy in the UK), get a tour of the premises and see their working prototype 
of a graphite calorimeter. Dr Thomas is the Science Area Leader of Medical Radiation Science there 
and has just published a new Code of Practice for Proton Dosimetry in the UK using this portable 
graphite calorimeter. I believe this connection could prove useful in the future, if we adopt this 
standard of proton dosimetry in the Czech Republic. 

Lastly, I got to meet many research groups that are performing translational research at UCL, with 
the aim of translating it to the clinic. Some highlights included meeting Dr Jamie McLelland who is an 
expert in the development of synthetic CT algorithms for proton therapy (and my specialization 
thesis focuses on using synthetic CTs so the conversation with him gave me many good pointers) as 
well as Dr Simon Jolly who is working on a range detector for proton therapy applications. I believe 
collaborations with both these researchers would be possible in the future. 

I want to thank Dr Richard Amos for hosting me and putting so much effort into having me see as 
many things and connect with as many relevant people as possible. I am also very thankful for the 
Piano Forte grant that enabled me to carry out this visit. 

 

Sincerely,  

Kristyna Olsson Hermanova 


