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Lou Van Eupen – SCK CEN/KU Leuven 

Thanks to the support of the PIANOFORTE mobility grant, I was able to attend the Society of Neuro-
Oncology (SNO) Annual Meeting held in November in Honolulu, USA, one of the leading international 
meetings in the field of neuro-oncology. The program consisted of a large variety of talks, debates, 
and workshops, including both clinical and preclinical research. 

Attending the SNO meeting strongly complemented my doctoral research, focused on glioblastoma, 
by exposing me to the latest advances in glioblastoma biology, treatment resistance, and emerging 
therapeutic strategies. 

During the conference, I presented a poster titled: Single-cell CRISPR profiling to unmask targetable 
chemoradiation-induced plasticity in glioblastoma, showing the effects of low doses of radiation in 
combination with chemotherapy on glioblastoma cell plasticity and resistance. Presenting my research 
allowed me to receive valuable feedback from other researchers, helping me to critically assess my 
experimental approach and data interpretation.  

In addition to presenting my work, I attended multiple scientific sessions focused on molecular 
mechanisms of resistance, tumour heterogeneity, radiation-induced effects, and novel treatment 
approaches. These sessions broadened my understanding of current challenges in neuro-oncology. 
Notably, I gained insight into ongoing clinical trials and translational efforts aimed at overcoming 
therapy resistance. This all will contribute nicely to the writing of my final thesis.  

The conference also offered excellent networking opportunities. These interactions were particularly 
valuable as I am approaching the final phase of my PhD and considering future career prospects.  

Overall, attending the SNO Annual Meeting significantly contributed to my scientific and professional 
development. The mobility grant enabled me to gain new knowledge, receive constructive feedback 
on my research, and highlight the potential detrimental effects of low-dose radiation on tumour 
resistance - an aspect closely aligned with PIANOFORTE’s mission. I am very grateful to PIANOFORTE 
for supporting my participation in this enriching conference and for contributing to the advancement 
of my PhD research. 

Sincerely, 

Lou Van Eupen 


