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Thanks to the PIANOFORTE, | had the opportunity to go to the 7th
European IRPA Congress 'Encouraging Collaboration in Radiation
Protection'. My abstract was accepted and the Dutch Society for
Radiation protection awarded me with the Joh Atenbeurs to represent
the Netherlands in between other Young Professionals. They had a
special discussion about me being young at 38 years, but | was
accepted! It was an absolute pleasure and honor to participate in this valuable congress. We
travelled by train and inspired others to travel as green as possible!

The congress was opened on Monday and my presentation was on Tuesday afternoon. On Tuesday
morning | had the opportunity to co-chair in the session, “Radiation Protection in Healthcare” with
very interested talks and inspiring speakers — which were all women. My presentation on Tuesday
was about “Radiation Safety Culture” and especially about my experiences with implementation of
the tools the Dutch Society for Radiation Protection provided their members to foster safety culture.

There were about 60 Dutch radiation protection experts at the congress, which was a very good way
to empower our national network and collaboration. But after my talk and during the week, I also
had many inspiring discussions and conversations with colleagues from all over the world. Not only
about my talk and experiences in fostering safety culture, but also on education and pregnant
coworkers.

On Wednesday night there was a network event for Young Professionals, where a lot of
collaboration oppurtunities where pointed. | was glad that the PIANOFORTE was introduced and
encouraged other Young Professionals to share their work within PIANOFORTE and collaborate.
During the Black Tie dinner on Thursday the Young Professional Award went to my Belgium collegue
Jonas, who had an excellent talk about Analyses of radiological data acquired with UAVs at a nuclear
site. A little jealous on his ticket to Valencia (IRPA 2028), but well deserved Jonas.

It was a blast!
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