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The Annual Conference of the Particle Therapy Cooperative Group (PTCOG), an international
and multidisciplinary organization dedicated to advancing particle therapy, took place from
8-13 June 2026 in Deauville, Normandy, France. The conference brought together more than
1,300 participants from over 40 countries. Thanks to the PIANOFORTE travel grant, | was able
to attend this event.

The first two days were dedicated to educational sessions, which provided an excellent
overview of the field of particle therapy. The sessions covered the major subtopics of the field,
such as physics, biology and clinical applications, bridging the gap between participants from
diverse backgrounds. On the second day, the Early Career Researcher (ECR) Subcommittee
furthermore organized a workshop focused on soft skills such as scientific communication and
networking strategies. | participated in parts of this workshop, which provided valuable
insights and an excellent opportunity to connect with early-career researchers from around
the world.

The scientific programme began on Wednesday, with numerous presentations on the latest
research developments in particle therapy. The sessions were highly informative, providing
insights into current challenges, including areas beyond my own specialization. Particularly
valuable were the talks closely related to my PhD research, as they enabled direct interaction
with researchers working on similar topics. My research was also included in the conference's
poster programme, serving as a useful basis for fruitful discussions with other participants.
Among the highlights of the conference were the balloon debate on strategies to further
increase the impact of particle therapy, and a plenary lecture delivered by the 2022 Nobel
Prize laureate in Physics, Alain Aspect.

Overall, attending PTCOG 2026 was an extremely valuable experience. It allowed me to
broaden my knowledge beyond my immediate research area, engage with leading experts
and fellow early-career researchers, strengthen my professional network, and gain new
perspectives that will benefit my ongoing PhD project and future career development.
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