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Raashina Ulakanathan-Thavarajah, Federal Office for Radiation Protection, Germany
Oral presentation at the 7™ IRPA Congress in Liverpool, UK

From 1st June 2026 to the 5th June 2026, | participated at the 7th IRPA Congress in
Liverpool, UK, with the partial support from PIANOFORTE Travel Grant. In this congress new
innovations and a variation of research topic were presented from over 1000 participant
trough over 100 presentations and posters.

Beside informative and interesting talks, myself gave a presentation about my PhD research
with the topic ,,Development and validation of a novel urine bioassay for internal dosimetry
of actinium-225“. Giving the talk in the session for ,,Measurement and Dosimetry” was the
first opportunity to present my work for an international audience. Through that
presentation | got the chance to amplify the importance of the occupational radiation
protection for alpha-emitting radionuclides and to connect with people, who are working in
a similar field. Connecting to those researchers allowed me to widen my knowledge about
currently situations of Ac-225 research different countries like Canada, Sweden or France.
Questions and comments during the discussion session or even after the session allowed me
to gain new perspectives about my topic and helped to develop new ideas for my research.

Furthermore | got the opportunity to be a part of the ,Young Professional Network Evening“
on Wednesday evening. Connecting and get to know different early-career colleagues from
different countries, who are working in different fields of radiation protection, was really
valuable. The exchange about our work and ideas in radiation protection research allowed
me to gain new inspiration.

Overall, the possibility of attending and speaking at the 7th IRPA Congress was a valuable
experience for my personal and professional development. | sincerely thank the
PIANOFORTE Partnership for supporting me with the Travel Grant and giving me the
opportunity to be a part of that conference.

This partnership has received funding from the European Union’s “EURATOM” research and
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