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Research stay at the University of Cantabria 
in Santander (Spain) 

 

Thanks to the PIANOFORTE travel grant for early-career researchers, I had the opportunity 
to undertake an exchange visit at the University of Cantabria in Santander (Spain), hosted by 
the LARUC laboratory.  

During this period, I had the opportunity to work with experts in radiation protection and 
radon monitoring activities. In particular, I observed the calibration procedures of radiation 
measurement instruments and the analysis and interpretation of CR-39 detector data used 
for radon measurements. I also had the opportunity to learn more about the diffusion 
coefficients of the membranes used as anti-radon barriers and to compare their 
experimental setup and calculation procedure with mine in Rome. 

I also visited caves where radon monitoring campaigns are carried out, which allowed me to 
better understand measurement strategies in underground environments and the 
challenges associated with environmental radon measurements. 

I also attended the XIII Jornadas de calidad en el control de la radiactividad ambiental, held 
in Santander at the beginning of June. I had the opportunity to learn about recent 
developments in radiation protection research and interact with researchers from different 
Spanish institutions. 

Overall, this research stay was a valuable experience. I have come away with new 
knowledge, practical skills, professional contacts, and fresh motivation for my research. I am 
really satisfied with this period abroad and very grateful for the PIANOFORTE early-career 
travel grant, which made it possible for me to go there.  
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