/

PIAN.: FORTE Co-funded by

the European Union

EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP FOR
RADIATION PROTECTION RESEARCH

PIANOFORTE travel grant activity report

Participation at the European Radiation Protection Week (ERPW) 2024

The European Radiation Protection Week (ERPW) 2024 was held from 11th until 15th of
November 2024 in Rome, Italy and was attended by about 310 participants from 29 different
countries from around the world.

During this congress, | had the opportunity to present the project titled "Same Dose, but
Different? Cellular Response Variation After X-ray Irradiation with Different Energies" to
colleagues from diverse professional backgrounds resulting in interesting discussions and
valuable feedback. Further, a person, working on a very similiar topic, was approaching us as
he was very intrigued by our work and we talked about possible future cooperations.
Additionally, | wanted to highlight the general presence of our research group, as my PhD
colleague Lena Winterling had the opportunity to do her first oral presentation at an
international congress about our joint data. Further, my colleague Dr. Anna Donaubauer was
honored with the Melodi Award.

The conference covered a wide range of topics. In the session on future approaches to low-
dose research, three invited speakers from Japan presented their impressive research. They
discussed the use of sequencing techniques in low-dose research, showed animal facilities
designed for chronic exposure conditions, and introduced a custom-built Light Sheet Imaging
System (descSPIM9), which enables more efficient and cost-effective analyses. Furthermore,
the session on "Cosmic Radiation" provided me with valuable initial insights into a topic that
will play a significant role in my future experiments. Some session also adressed critical and
urgent issues, including the ongoing war in Ukraine and the heigthened safety risks posed by
besieged nuclear power plants or nuclear weapons. Beside potential consequences of the
military conflict, research and strategies on improving public and individual protection after
a potential fallout were discussed. Additionally, RadNorm gave an overview about its progress
with the Citizen Science Project. Thereby, they emphasized the importance of social science
and of providing clear and detailed informations leading to long term changes in public minds.

Notably, one presentation continues to resonate deeply with me: Prof. Vincenzo Valentini’s
talk ,,From Protection to Participation: The role of ART in Radiation protection and Oncology”,
was a highly memorable and moving discourse on the influence of art and atmosphere
changes in clinics on the psychological well being and overall therapy outcome.

Overall, the conference, along with the accompanying Gala Dinner, gave me the opportunity
to connect with professionals and profoundly enrich my knowledge about their research
across various fields of radiation protection.
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With that, | would like to sincerely thank PIANOFORTE for their generous support facilitating
my participation to the European Radiation Protection Week 2024. Attending and actively
contributing to this conference was an exceptional experience, allowing me to enhance my
academic and professional development.

Thank you once again for this experience!

Laura Ruspeckhofer, Universitétsklinikum Erlangen, Germany
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