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With the support provided by PIANOFORTE travel grant, I was able to participate in the
6t International Conference on Radioecology & Environmental Radioactivity Marseille,
France 24-29 November 2024. That was the first time I participated in the ICRER
conference, providing a huge opportunity for me to meet with the research community
in radioecology and radiation protection research to share and exchange our latest work
on radiological studies.

My abstract was accepted as a poster presentation in the conference (Content of soil-
derived carbon in soil biota and fauna living near soil surface: Implications for radioactive
waste). | had the opportunity to present my work related to one of our 14C research for
biosphere assessment. It was a very amazing experience, and my presentation received
positive feedback. Furthermore, [ had interesting discussions with my colleagues related
to 14C studies in Finland.

[ participated in different thematic sessions at the conference and all of them were very
well-organized and useful for me. They included management of NORM impacted areas,
radioactive waste management disposal emergency preparedness, modelling studies,
bioavailability and improving management between radioecology and societal aspects by
promoting communication with the public. The other sessions were about early and late
deterministic effects of ionizing radiation and environmental remediation from site
characterization to the end state. I enjoyed obtaining new ideas, which made a huge
contribution to me to think forward with regard to my research. Furthermore, different
topics were discussed during the event including new studies on risk assessment of 14C
in aquatic environment including fish and aquatic plants, modelling studies for different
radionuclides as well as remediation and mitigation strategies for wastewater treatment
by using Lemna species. I also had a chance to meet with other experts for potential future
collaboration between University of Helsinki, University of Eastern Finland and Swedish
Nuclear Fuel and Waste Management Company (SKB) on radiological studies particularly
on 14C.

[ had quite a many interesting conversations during the conference, both science-related
and casual. I discussed with people that I knew beforehand but also made some new
connections. All this helped me to improve my skills and shape my ideas for future
research.
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